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A Message From Our CEO...

A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER...

Each year we begin work on our end-of-year newsletter, it's not only a chance to

reflect on all the accomplishments of our Fiscal year 2023, but also a way to celebrate

what an incredible year we're about to complete and anticipate all that 2024 will hold!

Here’s a few highlights:

- Increased SOS’s assets to 10 million dollars with the addition of three apartment
buildings and the Chapin Health and Wellness Center at Oak Tree Farm, as they
near construction completion with $10 million left to raise for project completion
Have 72 future residents trained and ready to move early 2024
SOS Care won Palmetto Giving Day for the second consecutive year with the
largest amount donated in the history of PGD- $365,146 and two

peer-to-peer champions totalling $14,050 %
Received an incredible donation from the Chapin Foundation -$500,000 for the Chapin
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Community Center at Oak Tree Farm
Received the Business Innovation award from the Myrtle Beach area Chamber of Commerce
Grew our endowment fund to $65,000

Received Pleasant Hill building donation - currently being rezoned to grow our programs
Successfully completed our 2nd year of EOS training.

Implemented Mental Health Services for those moving to Oak Tree Farm
Increased training opportunities with the Bean Dreaming initiative

Expanded camp to meet the needs of 50 campers and families

Moved to a bigger clinic in Charleston to expand programs

Developed a market Study with First Place AZ and the Global

Leadership to conduct one of the first market studies in the country

(on housing needs for people with disabilities in Charleston)

Supported the needs of 1959 people with disabilities and their families in 2023
Expanded employment program for 60 people. (these people are employed
in the community using our Job Coaches and employment program)

Hosted a successful annual conference and recognitions for all

SOS staff members
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. . Bl Housing Studies Underway

This year we conducted a Charleston Housing Market Analysis in
conjunction with First Place Global Leadership Institute in Arizona
and surveyed more than 100 families and local leaders to see
what the needs are in the Tri-County area. The market study
indicated that people in Charleston want a Life Skills Program to
prepare people to live as independently as possible. We are in
the process of creating this program.

Our survey also showed that families would like a summer camp in Charleston which we are also in the process of

creating. Thanks to the DD Council, another housing study will be conducted in the Columbia area which will start in

January 2024 and continue our partnership with the team in AZ.







IMPACT numbers

We're happy to report how many more individuals and families we’ve been able to support this year, and how those
grant dollars and your donations help us reach so many here in our local communities!

| Fiscal Year 2022/2023
Mentol Health 24
ABA Therapy 40 $3,482,386

Summer Camp 50 18 Cl i
Pre - ETS 52 18,70 e
Employment 62 ~ 315,187
Friday Knights/Respite 45
Project Lifesaver 45 5504.,894
Oak Tree Form70 el
Subs for Santa 120 e - 45’5']"6
Ind. Living/Adult Prog. 172 .

Parent Training 300

Cak Tree Waithst 303

51,485,124
Grants 5724,536

Donations/Fundraising
Events $550,740

State Contracts 5504,894
Program Income $183,102
Endowment 518,709

Billing Services 515,187

Clinlc Incame

5724534

Total People Supported

1,959
$550,760

Project Lifesaver Impact

My family and | were introduced to the Project Life Saver (PLS) program when our son first
started school at 3 years old. We received a diagnosis of autism when he was just 2 years
and 11 months old. As a first time mom with a special needs son, | cannot put into words
the comfort and relief | felt knowing that if my non verbal autistic son who is also a runner
got away from his supervision, he could be found. One of our biggest concerns and fear is
him wondering off and not being located, with Project Life Saver we find peace in knowing
he can be located by wearing a monitor even if it becomes submerged because it is
waterproof. At almost 6 years old now, we can proudly and thankfully say we’ve never had
to make the call to help locate our son, but are very grateful PLS is available to us 24/7 and
the staff are beyond wonderful people. - Krista Branton (project life participant mother)

Our Employment Program

Employment is one of our focuses for the upcoming

year! An SOS Care Job Coach works with individuals with
autism and intellectual disabilities to find skill-appropriate
employment in the community. The Job Coach works with
the participant throughout the entire process including
assisting with resume writing, applications, interview skills,
new job orientation, and on-the-job training.




2023 Business Innovation Award

The Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce held its 2023 Annual Meeting in April at the
Marriott Myrtle Beach Resort and Spa, and SOS Care was presented with the 2023 Business
Innovation Award!

Following last year’s “Non-Profit of the Year” Award from the Chamber, SOS Care also
won Palmetto Giving Day in May, so this most recent acknowledgement makes this third
recognition even more special. We are also doing Coastal Giving Tuesday on November 28th
and hope to close out the calendar year with an added campaign to jumpstart 2024.

Though not an award as much as recognition, our self-advocates Justin, Dan and
Sommer travelled to Columbia and were pictured with Governor McMaster to recognize the
passing of the legislation to end Sub-Minimum wage in South Carolinal

Volunteers of the Year
Tia Ecker Cole & Renken Carlin

SOS Care could not run its programs and host so many fundraising events if it
were not for the crew of selfless volunteers who show up regularly and help our
staff pull off these amazing escapades! And every year we chat about how
incredible our Board of Directors and our Fundraising committee is who help us
make these dreams possible. And the fleet of others who help with Thank you
notes, sharing career accomplishments and so many other gifts.

This year, there are two amazing ladies from Myrtle Beach and Charleston
areas who not only serve as Board members, they also serve on the Fundraising
Committee, they beg for raffle prizes, Silent auction items and then they show
up and work at so many of the events. They are a dynamic duo who make our
lives better just by showing up.

Tia Ecker Cole and Renken Carlin are our Volunteers of the Year this year
and we are so grateful for each of them. Tia is with Duncan, Farmer, Mclirath,
Marlowe & Cole, PA and her connections to her accounting clients has helped
SOS raise monies for a myriad of events. She and her husband David live in our
area and their family of four-legged friends also bless us during Board meetings
and help to exemplify the Core Values that SOS Care Leadership has adopted:
Courage, Integrity, Innovation, Accountability and Inclusion.

Renken is a married mom of three sons and she and her husband Kevin
live in Mount Pleasant with their youngest son Ryan. Renken is also on our
Charleston Development Committee and has helped bring the Charleston
Housing Market analysis to the finish line this past year, meeting with families
and local leaders, assisting with the Charleston 5k run/walk, and commmuting to
the Myrtle Beach area to help with those events as well!




When Kathi Grace, the Marketing Director for SOS Care,
asked me to write a contribution to our Company’s
Annual newsletter regarding my daughter’s upcoming
move to Oak Tree Farm in January, | quickly and without
hesitation, said yes. Sitting down to write this has proved
more difficult and more emotional than | could have
imagined. As the mother of a young woman with autism,
nothing has ever been easy as we continually have had
to fight for services, acceptance, equal rights, and many
other things.

Sommer is my daughter, a young woman with
autism. She was diagnosed at the age of two. Shortly
thereafter, we began our journey. Sommmer endured
hours and hours of ABA therapy, Speech Therapy,
Occupation Therapy, Horseback therapy, extensive
academic tutoring, you name it, we did it. We were not
provided with a service manual, directions, or a template
of “what to do!” The best set of tools that we had were
other kind, understanding, and unselfish parents who
were exactly in the same place as me. The parents
that I met early on (and you know who you are), were
my support system, sharing invaluable knowledge, IEP
assistance, moral support, and even a shoulder to cry on.
You see, when you are told that your child has a disability,
you go to that place: The End Game. What is the end
game? “What happens to them when | am no longer
here?” That is the most haunting question that would
drive us to not dwell on the what if, but to search for a
solution for how to fix it.

Did you know SOS Care has a TEXT option for Donors?

Fast forward to January 2024, the targeted moving
date for our kids to start their new lives. Sure, | have done
this before. | saw both of my sons go off to college and
then to other parts of the country to pursue their career
interests. to be self sufficient and successful, because we
had taught them how to be independent. So, simply said,
the idea is not foreign to us.

Sommer will be moving to Oak Tree Farm in the
upcoming phase. She, along with seventy-two of her
friends will be leaving their homes to move to their
new homes very soon. Creating truly, an empty nest
for her father and me is something that we never
thought possible.. Sommer has been my focus, buddy,
companion, student, and friend since birth. It seems she
has always been with us, every vacation, every event,
every day! Even having said this, | know that we have
worked hard during the last 28 years of her life to give her
all the necessary tools to be successful and independent.
This has been a team effort, her dad, brothers, extended
family, friends, and of course, our SOS Care family.

Yes, the time has come to let you go. It is your time
to fly. Undoubtedly, this will be much more difficult for me
than for her. She is happy with her friends and her support
system. It is a dream come true and this would never
have been made possible without the years of hard work
and big dreams of those who have worked so hard to
make this tremendous opportunity a clear reality. Thank
you, SOS Care, for providing the opportunity of a lifetime.

N/

You can text the word GIVE to 877-624-2135 and follow the link!

We're also looking forward to Palmetto Giving Day May 7-8 2024! It's a 36-hour
online giving event and our largest fundraising event of the year. Visit
PalmettoGivingDay.org/organizations/soscare & choose your favorite SOS Care program!




BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nicole Brundage
Renken Carlin
Mike Dixon

Jan Dobr

Tia Ecker
LaTanya Goodson
Belal Khokhar
Mollie Laut

Pierre Rattini
Celia Solomita
Clay Siem

Adam Schmidt
Ben Taylor

Jeff Wahl

Amy Wilkes

STAFF

Steven Albright
Maria Ardrey
Jessica Armstrong

Kimberly Byas
Shanna Coleman
Tammie Cottrell
Justine Dassow
Morgan Davis
Millie Dougherty
Lucy Eleftheriou
Brittany Fatica
Daniel Felde

JC Fenyo
Carmela Filippone
Gina Garofalo
Melissa Giebel
Chloe Heatley
Raymond Heaton
Erin Hogan
Michelle Holmes
Robyn Kelly
Alyssa Klaess
Mallory Laravie
Jeannette Leaberry

Leslie O’Neill
Lisa Ann Peters
Joanne Potts
Abigail Rembe
Charisma Rodriguez
Leah Silver
Alexander Smith
Morgan Smith
Ashley Snow
Suzanne Toole
Taylor Veal
Shannon Woods
Donald Wright
Courtney York

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Sarah Pope

Kim Stuber

Paul Icatar

Margaret McLaughlin
Jonisha Hart

Faith Avery
Roxanne Barrell
Justin Borrero
Alyssa Buford
JaNyya Burton
lan Butler

Lindsey Mai
Lauren Modlin

Mary Newton

Rheanna Lumia

Michelle Menefee

Nicholas Nadler

Adam Law

DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Kathi Grace

Monique Clement
Chris Sullivan

Jan Griesmeyer

MAJOR DONORS 2022-2023

Chapin Foundation

Dom & Nancy Torcivia

Wellspring Church of Myrtle Beach
Pyle Financial Group

Beach Automotive

Jan Dobr, Beachfront Kitchen & Bar
JR Albert Charitable Trust

Consortia Aerospace Group
Waterway Boys Inc

Siteworks LLC

Tommy Collins - T&A Morning Show
Brad & Nicole Brundage

Beach Automotive Group

Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation
Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce
Bird Decorative Hardware & Bath
Ripleys Entertainment (Charity Benefits)

GRANTORS & IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Martin Barrier

Horry County Conservative Alliance
Original Benjomin's Seafood

Myrtle Beach Pickleball Club

Grand Strand Sertoma Club

SC WOW Youth Camp Inc
Stephanie Gibbons

WPDE-Ed Piotrowski

Reeva Impact

Johnny D’s Waffles and Bakery
Mike Dixon, Oyster & Pearl
Progress Carolina

James & Nancy Euchner

Stephanie Bohardt

Jersey Mike's Subs

Lucille Jones &Julia Cripps Endowment Fund
Nancy Kennedy

Anderson Brothers Bank

Wayne & Cheryl Bauerle

George and Gena Williams

East Bay Deli

Waccamaw Community Foundation
MMA Creative, Inc.

Tamsberg Family Endowment of CCF
Dave & Kate Barr, DR Horton

Gay Dolphin, Inc

HWY 544 Kyoto Fantasy Express Inc
Beyond Distilling Company

Iris Borrero

Mon Sumter, Inc.

North Myrtle Beach Woman's Club
Soo Soo Fort and Family

The Dallas Foundation

SEU Promotions

Ingevity

Nicole Young-Cline, Young Talkers
Walmart Inc.

Columbus Hope Foundation, Inc.
Pilot Club of North Myrtle Beach SC Inc
Hall Management Group

Adam Schmidt

SOUTH STATE BANK

Embler’s Jewelers

Grand Strand Optimist Club-MB
Jackson Companies

Lewis A. Sikes Foundation

Meredith Kennedy, Realtor Century 21 Boling
Myrtle Beach Golf & Yacht Club Women'’s Club
SOS Charitable Foundation

Crabby Mike’s Calabash Seafood Co.
Sam Kerns

Steven W Goggans

Woodmen of the World

Sarah Pope

Alpha Male Clinic

Atlantic Building Components & Services, Inc.
GForce LLC

Summerville Ford

Terri Sokevitz

Natasha Thomas, MD

Marisa Jones

Gerald and Karyn Congdon

Jim and Monique Clement

Cheryl G Garrecht

Grantors and In-Kind Supporters
The Rock Church

Dan Mucci, EOS

First Baptist Church of Myrtle Beach
Coastal Outdoor Advertising

SC Housing

SC Developmental Disabilities Council
Horry County Treasurer

Horry County United Way
Oceanview Memorial Foundation
City of Myrtle Beach

Georgetown County Atax

Trinity Church




SOS){care

Autism & Intellectual Disability Services

Our mission is to answer the call for help when
individuals or families are facing the challenges
of autism & intellectual disabilities.
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5276 Hwy.T7 Business
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576
(843) 449-0554
info@soscaresc.org
SOSCareSC.org

Facebook Pages

SOS Care

SOS Care at Charleston
S0OS Oak Tree Farm

Village Vision

Facebook Groups

SOS Transition and Adult Services
SOS Care Adults Connection!

SOS Parent Support Group

@505CareSC
@HOPE4SOS
Linkedin
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